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                          Being the Best We Can Be

Vermilion Elementary School M ission Statement:
Within a safe and nurturing community, we at Vermilion Elementary School, will foster personal and 

academic excellence, while treating each other with dignity and respect.                                                                             
As a team, we will be the best we can be.

June 2021
 

Stay Connected with VES on 
our website, Facebook, or 

em ail the pr incipal by clicking 
on the following buttons

V ir tue of T he M onth 
Respect

BT PS self-screening App

Accepting Registrat ions          
for the 2021-2022               

School Year

K indergar ten Registrat ion 
packages are available                

at the office.

I f you require fur ther 
inform ation please stop by       

or call the office at                     
(780) 853-5444

 

   Typically in May and June, our Gr. 6 students would be busy 

writing their Provincial Achievement Tests and perhaps doing other 

year-end assessments.  This year, students in BTPS are not writing 

these Achievement Tests.  This is just one sign that this has been a 

very different school year and continues to have its challenges.  

While the end to this school year is definitely better than last year, 

we do recognize that we are still operating under many restrictions 

and that we are still not able to do many of the typical year-end 

things that we would normally do.  We do have a glimmer of hope 

that brighter days may be on the horizon, but we are not quite there 

yet.  We thank everyone for all their efforts this year to help us in 

following all the restrictions and for your patience and 

understanding.

     We are experiencing changes at VES as we look to the next school 

year.  Mrs. Throndson began her maternity leave on May 28, so Mrs. 

Andrea Cassibo was hired as a short-term replacement.  

Unfortunately, she is unable to be with us until the end of the 

school year, so we have now confirmed that Miss Taylor Heinrich will 

take over our Gr. 2/3 class on June 7 and will be with us until the end 

of June. Our revenue moving from the current school year to the 

upcoming school year will be dropping significantly, causing some 

cuts to our school staff.   We will not be hiring a replacement 

teacher for Mrs. Throndson for next year, which will be a 1.0 fte 

teacher cut to our school.  As well, we are not able to keep our 

Learning Commons Facilitator position, so we are saddened to be 

saying farewell to Mrs. MacMillan.  We are still working on how we 

will handle the movement of books within our Learning Commons 

and will keep you updated as we solve those challenges.  Mrs. 

MacMillan has been at VES for several years and has been a 

valuable part of our team.  She will be missed at VES.

Continued Page 2

http://ves.btps.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/Vermilionelementary/
mailto:calvin.anhorn@btps.ca


INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY

      As a result of the reduction of 1.0 fte teachers at our school, we will be moving to an additional 
split class next year.  We will have a gr. 2 class, a gr. 2/3 split class and a gr. 3 class.  We will also 
have a gr. 4 class, a gr. 4/5 split class and a gr. 5 class.  This will be yet another change for VES.  A 
split class is really no different than a single grade class, as learning is often an individual process.  
Research has shown that students in a split class achieve as well or better than a single grade 
class.  As such, we will be moving Mrs. Tupper to teach the grade 2/3 class and Mr. Haslehurst to 
teach the grade 4/5 class.  We will be carefully selecting students for the split classes who we feel 
can be successful in such a setting, much as we carefully select students for single grade classes.  
We are confident that students in the split classes will be successful.

     As a result of all of the changes, our teaching staff will look like this in 2021/2022 at VES: 

ECS - Mrs. Zaharko

   Gr. 1 - Mrs. Long and Mrs. McLaughlin

   Gr. 2 - Mrs. Heinrich

   Gr. 2/3 - Mrs. Tupper

Gr. 3 - Mrs. Tomkins

Gr. 4 - Mr. Harvey

Gr. 4/5 - Mr. Haslehurst

   Gr. 5 - Mr. Beecroft

   Gr. 6 - Mrs. Myshaniuk and Mrs. Joa

   Music and Intervention - Ms. King

   Assistant Principal and Inclusive Learning - Mrs. Doherty

   Principal & K-6 PE - Mr. Anhorn

     At VES, we encourage communication between staff and parents.  If you have any questions or 
concerns at any time, we encourage you to contact your child?s teacher.  By working together, we 
believe that we can have the most positive impact on a child and foster them in ?Being the Best 
They Can Be?.  If you have any questions or concerns in regards to our school, please feel free to 
contact either Mr. Anhorn, Principal or Mrs. Doherty, Assistant Principal.

As we begin looking towards next year, teaching staff are carefully designing class lists for the 
2021-2022 school year. Much time is invested in developing balanced classrooms accounting for 
academic achievement, work habits, friendship, etc. We will be letting students and families know 
their homeroom teacher for 2021-2022 in late June.  This information will be made available 
through Parent Portal.
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Leading up to the Indigenous Day on June 21, VES will be partaking in a week of Indigenous 
activities and mini workshops from June 14-18. Each class is signed up for live virtual tipi 
teachings, where they will learn the meaning behind each pole of Cree style tipi, while one of the 
interpreters builds a tipi with that class. Other activities during the week will include reading 
Indigenous stories, playing Indigenous games, partaking in art projects, and learning how to do 
cultural dances, such as the Metis jig and the Chicken Dance. As well, each student will get to try 
some homemade bannock. We are so super excited about all the learning and fun that will take 
place.

At this time, we have not been given any direction from Alberta Education in regards to whether 

we will be operating under restrictions or not to start next school year.  We are all doing our best 

to be optimistic that we will soon be able to return to what we had prior to the pandemic.  In the 

meantime, we would like to wish everyone a wonderful summer and we certainly look forward to 

hopefully seeing you all in September.  Together, we will get through these crazy times.  Stay 

strong!  Stay safe!  Stay positive!

Please continue to reach out at any time to your homeroom teacher or to us as administrators. 

Your feedback matters to us. If you have any questions or feedback on how we can improve, 

please don?t hesitate to contact us. 

Mr. Calvin Anhorn     Mrs. Sheila Doherty

Principal     Assistant Principal

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES' DAY

Wow, this year has been a year full of hard work on the part of teachers, students and families.  
We wanted to take the time to recognize and thank you for all the hard work this year.  We 
received some MyBP cards from Boston Pizza and are having a draw for our VES families!  Each 
card is loaded to receive 5 free kid's meals, valued at $7.99 each!  The cards can be registered to 
a MYBP account, which then would award you for a 6th free meal.  You can redeem your FREE 
kids meals in-store, or phone orders for take out by providing your card number.  These cards 
do expire June 30, 2021 so please use quickly!! We hope you enjoy these meals and a big thank 
you to Boston Pizza for the donation! 

BOSTON PIZZA DRAW



LEARNING COMMONS

Congrats to the students on their reading success this year!  The majority has reached their AR 
(Accelerated Reader) year end goal already.  100 students earned the reward to puck a new book 
for the Learning Commons.  They get recognition by having their name inside the book, and be 
the first to read the new book.  On June 25th, we will have an AR Celebration for all the students 
to reward them with their efforts.

Please not e t he last  day t o t ake AR quizzes is Monday, June 21st . 

Also not e, al l Learning Com m ons books need t o be ret urned by Fr iday, June 18t h.  If 
students continue to do AR quizzes, they will have to use their own books from home, or their 
classroom library.  If you are having trouble finding books to be returned, please check your 
couch, under the bed, in the vehicle, or on your bookshelf.  Dig deep so we do not have to send 
our notices for payment of the item to be replaced.  

This year we did not have the normal Scholastic Book Fairs in the Fall and Spring. This fundraiser 
is usually a huge success and allows us to add many more books to our collection.  Even without 
the fundraiser, we were still able to add many books to our collection.  The Vermilion Credit 
Union is a big benefit to our school, for their donation to put towards new Accelerated Reader 
books, and rewards for student success.  So, Thank You to Vermilion Credit Union for your 
continued support.

Have a super summer.  Make time to enjoy a great read in a                                                         
happy, cozy spot.

It has been a pleasure watching your children grow in body                                                             
and mind.

Mrs. MacMillan

STUDENT ATTENDANCE

If your child is going to be absent/ late, even if buses are not running please let your child's 
teacher know or call the office to notify us.  If you have not contacted the school office or 
teacher to inform us if your child will be absent/ late, we will call you to ensure your child is safe. 



YEARBOOK ORDERS

SOCIAL DISTANCING

We would like to thank all parents and guests of VES for adhering to all the extra protocols that 
are required while we navigate through the Covid-19 pandemic.  We want to remind everyone to 
social distance when dropping off or picking up their child(ren).  We also want to thank everyone 
for wearing a mask when entering the school and for completing the app either on their phone 
or using the iPad at the front door. 

PARKING

Parents and visitors are able to park on 49 Avenue, as well as south of the crosswalk on 44 
Street.  Please ensure t hat  you are not  park ing in f ront  of  t he school in t he bus 
loading/unloading zone f rom  8:00-9:30 am  and f rom  2:30-4:00 pm .  We ask that parents & 
visitors also refrain from parking in the staff parking lot as this is reserved for staff members 
and for safety reasons students may not be dropped off or picked up in the parking lot. 

FOUR YEAR PLAN

Please see BTPS Four Year Plan for our BTPS Mission, Vision, and Values.  This document also 
includes other important information such as the current BTPS Calendar, Map, Contact 
Information and some fun facts about BTPS.  

BTPS STUDENT FEES

BTPS sends invoices out on the 27th of each month by email for Transportation, Tech & 
Supplemental Support Fees.  Fees can be paid at VES with cash or cheque (payable to BTPS) or 
you can make an online payment via PayPal.  You can find the link to pay fees online on the 
parent page of the Vermilion Elementary School website by clicking on the Parents tab and then 
Pay Fees.  You will need your child's Alberta Student Number to complete the online payment.    

MICROWAVES

In the BTPS/VES re-entry plan, microwaves were taken out of the classroom for the month of 
September.  The BTPS re-entry committee has met and has left this decision up to individual 
schools.  We are continuing to evaluate the use of microwaves at VES, but at this time, we have 
not made any changes to the microwave section of the re-entry plan.

http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/Four%20Year%20Plan%20-%20Year%20One%202019%20-%202020.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/Four%20Year%20Plan%20-%20Year%20One%202019%20-%202020.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/Four%20Year%20Plan%20-%20Year%20One%202019%20-%202020.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/Four%20Year%20Plan%20-%20Year%20One%202019%20-%202020.pdf
http://ves.btps.ca/Pay%20Tuition%20Fees.php
http://ves.btps.ca/Pay%20Tuition%20Fees.php


PICK-UP/DROP-OFF COVID-19 PROTOCOLS

Parent s/Guardians/Caregivers/Visit ors Ent er ing t he School

Due to Covid-19 restrictions and to minimize risk on a day to day basis we are minimizing the 
number of people entering our building. Parents/guardians and caregivers should remain 
outside the school to pickup and drop off their children at their designated doors for entry/exit.  
If parents/guardians, caregivers, or visitors need to enter the school you will need to enter 
through the main entrance only and go through our visitor protocol. If you are required to visit 
the school more than once in one day you will need to complete the app each time that you 
enter.  When you exit the school please go out the nearest exit to you.  VES students entering 
the building do not need to complete the app.

Complete the BTPS COVID-19 app on the ipad provided or use your own device to complete the 
app.  To open the app, scan the QR code below with your device camera.  

- Sanitize your hands with the provided sanitizer.  

- Sanitze the ipad with the provided device wipes.
- Wear a mask at all t imes. 
- Maintain a physical distance of 2m from others where possible.

VES St udent s Self -Assessm ent  (pr ior  t o com ing t o school)

Each morning before sending your child to school you will need to review the Self-Assessment  
questionnaire to determine if they should attend school.  You do not need to submit this 
questionnaire to the school but we are depending on families to be honest about their child's 
self-assessment and to make this a part of their new morning routine.  If your child is able to 
answer "NO" to each question he or she is allowed to attend school for the day.   If your child is 
ill with common cold, influenza or symptoms listed on the Self-Assessment they must stay 
home and contact 8-1-1 for guidance to determine if testing is required.  

SHARED SNACKS

In previous years, some parents have chosen to send a shared snack on their child's birthday or 
during other celebrations.  This year with COVID Restrictions we are unable to share food in the 
same way we would have in the past.  We  all appreciate the homemade goodies, but at this 
time, we are asking that all snacks be individually, pre-packaged (store packaged).  We 
understand this may not be what we are used to, but in order to keep everyone safe, it is what 
we need to do at this time.  If you have any questions, please call the school. 

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-covid-19-screening-questionaire-english.pdf


SEC

Connect ion

What  is social connect edness? Why is it  im por t ant ?

Social connectivity is the feeling of closeness and connectedness to a community. It is rooted in 

feelings of belonging, love and common values. Humans are innately social creatures. Every 

person we interact with is forever part of our social network. They are family members, friends, 

coworkers, teammates, neighbors, and acquaintances. Each has a lasting impact on our physical 

and mental health.

How does social connect edness im pact  our  healt h?

Studies show that friendships and social connections provide intellectual stimulation and 

emotional support through hardships. Stress and isolation can be particularly challenging, 

especially in times of social distancing. People who provide you with a sense of belonging, love or 

value can be buffers against stress. Be mindful of the company that you keep and not to 

self-isolate? both of these can increase your stress and lead to overall poor health.

Ways t o Build Connect edness Vir t ually

·Use video chat applications. Consider scheduling regular dates and times with family and friends 

for video calls. Have a game night with friends using FaceTime, Skype or Google Hangouts.

·Does your neighborhood have a Facebook group? If they do, request to join and see what fun 

activities they do. Start a sidewalk chalk drawing contest with different themes.

·We have very quickly become too familiar with our homes? self-isolating to keep our loved ones 

healthy. Staying connected virtually can help ease stress, reduce suffering and promote overall 

wellness. ?Now, more than ever, it is critical to place our health and wellbeing, and that of our 

families and communities, first,? says Dr. Cotton. ?Staying connected? even virtually? will aid in 

this effort and sustain us all for the journey ahead.?

Resources:

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/amh/Page14063.aspx

https://kidshelpphone.ca/

Have a Safe and Happy Summer!! We look forward to seeing you in the new school year!

Submitted by Tanya Laye, your school?s Social-Emotional Coach.  If you?d like further information or 

have any questions, please contact your school?s SEC to follow up.

https://www.uchealth.com/en/media-room/covid-19/the-value-of-social-distancing
https://www.uchealth.com/en/media-room/covid-19/the-value-of-social-distancing
https://www.uchealth.com/en/media-room/covid-19/the-value-of-social-distancing
https://www.uchealth.com/en/media-room/covid-19/the-value-of-social-distancing
https://www.uchealth.com/en/media-room/covid-19/the-value-of-social-distancing
https://www.uchealth.com/en/media-room/covid-19/the-value-of-social-distancing
https://www.uchealth.com/en/media-room/covid-19/the-value-of-social-distancing
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/amh/Page14063.aspx
https://kidshelpphone.ca/


FROM THE BUS LANE

STUDENT SAFETY IS 
OUR GOAL!

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE FOLLOWING COVID-19 PROTOCOLS:  

Complete the COVID-19 Checklist or use the Self-assessment tool prior to boarding the school 
bus daily.  Do not ride the school bus if you are not well. 

- Wash hands before you get on the school bus and before you board the bus in the 
afternoon. 

- Social Distancing is not possible so students must wear masks.  For K-3 students it is not 
mandatory, but strongly encouraged especially during the loading and unloading process.  
Gr 4-12 students must wear a mask at all t imes on the school bus. 

- No eating or drinking on the school bus.
- Stay in your assigned seat.
- No guest riders are permitted.
- Let your bus driver know if you will not be on the bus.

BUS FEE PAYMENTS: 

Parents and guardians can now pay their bus fees online. The button to pay fees is on the 
parent page of the school website and labelled ?PAY FEES?.  For assistance please email 
transportation@btps.ca.   We also accept e-transfers.  The email is vivian.locher@btps.ca, and in 
the message include your child?s name, bus route number and bussing service you are paying 
for (i.e. Vermilion Intown, Wainwright Intown, Yard Service, etc.).

TRANSPORTATION BUS REGISTRATIONS: 

Transportation Registration information can be found online at 
https://sites.google.com/a/btps.ca/btps-transportation-registrations/   Choose the service on the 
left that you want to register for.

 2021-2022 TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION PAMPHLETS: 

Here is the link to the 2021-2022 Transportation Information Pamphlet. Due to COVID-19 and 
everything being electronic and/or virtual, we will not be having the pamphlets printed. 

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-covid-19-screening-questionaire-english.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-covid-19-screening-questionaire-english.pdf
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/journey/covid-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/journey/covid-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/journey/covid-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
http://ves.btps.ca/Pay%20Tuition%20Fees.php
http://ves.btps.ca/Pay%20Tuition%20Fees.php
https://sites.google.com/a/btps.ca/btps-transportation-registrations/
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/2021-2022%20Transportation%20Info%20Pamphlet.pdf






















Wheel Week is held the f irst week of June every year. It is an opportunity 
to celebrate and encourage students to bike to school on a regular basis. 
For many communities, this is also Bike Month so check out what is 
happening in your local community!

Open to everyone!

Join schools, community groups, workplaces and individuals to 
participate by wheeling your way to work, school and/or anywhere!

Participate any or every day of Wheel Week, May 30 to June 6, 2021, on 
any type of wheels that are self-powered or by walking!

Bike to School  Week is always the f irst  week of  June

Date: May 30th - June 6th, 2021

Wheel  Week DAY is June 2, 2021









Vermilion Elementary School
            Being the Best We Can Be             June 2021      

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

1                         
School Assembly 

9:30                         
--                         

Dress Up for any 
season or any 

holiday!        

2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21         
Indigenous 

Peoples' Day

22 23 24 25           26

27 28                         
Gr. 6 Farewell

29                 
Students                   
Last Day

30                   
Teacher     

Directed Day                        
No School

1 2 3
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