
Vermilion Elementary School Mission Statement:
Within a safe and nurturing community, we at Vermilion Elementary School, will foster personal and 

academic excellence, while treating each other with dignity and respect.                                                                             
As a team, we will be the best we can be.

VERMILION ELEMENTARY 
              SCHOOL NEWS                                             

             Being the Best We Can Be February 2021
 

Stay Connected with VES on 
our website, Facebook, or em ail 
the pr incipal by clicking on the 

following buttons

V ir tue of T he M onth 
Trustworthiness

School Council M eeting             
wil l  be on M onday,               

February 8th at 7:00 pm .
More information to come. 

Kindergar t en Vir t ual            
Inform at ion Night                                     

for  2021-2022 School Year                     
w il l  be host ed on                          

Monday, March 8, 2021                      
f rom  7:00-8:00 pm .                        

Please cont act  t he school                  
(780) 853-5444 t o provide an           

em ail address for  us t o send t he 
vir t ual m eet ing invit e t o.   

If  you are not  available for  t he    
vir t ual m eet ing we w il l  have a video 

of  inform at ion available for  you. 

 You are cur rent ly welcom e t o  
regist er  at  any t im e, please call         

t he school (780) 853-5444.   

Please provide a copy of  your        
child's bir t h cer t if icat e.

Your  child is eligible t o at t end if  
he/ she is 5 years of  age pr ior  t o 

Decem ber  31, 2021.    

To access t he online regist rat ion   
form  go t o t he BTPS websit e 

www.btps.ca        

It appears that our mild winter has come to a screeching halt, as we have 
suddenly experienced some deeply cold temperatures.  Several of our recesses 
have been indoors lately and it is anticipated that we will also have a few more 
before winter is over.  I?m sure we will all be happy once this cold snap has 
ended and we can get back to more reasonable temperatures.

     The smartboards in all of our classrooms are aging and we are aware that 
we need to be looking at replacement of them.  We have been researching 
some of our options, including what are called ?interactive panels?.  These are 
75? screens that look much like a tv on the outside.  They are much more than 
tv?s and are connected to a computer.  We are also considering the use of 
projectors combined with an interactive whiteboard.  This is just one of the 
upgrades we are looking at over the coming weeks.  We will be starting into 
what we expect will be a 2-3 year project.  This past week, our chromebooks 
that we had ordered back in September 2020 arrived at our school.  It seems 
the pandemic has set back some companies, causing delays in some sectors of 
society.  This new cart of chromebooks has allowed our school to now have 
devices directly available to almost every single classroom.  We are continuing 
to evaluate our budget and are also looking at some other larger expenditures.  
Stay tuned for more updates in this regard.

     The month of February involves several key dates.  Our science fair has now 
been planned and extended to students in gr. 1-6.  We hope many of them will 
consider taking on a project.  It will be different this year, as many things are, in 
that it will be a virtual event and students may not enter as a group.  We are 
currently having daily ?google meets? for announcements, as we are celebrating 
kindness and the many things we can do around this topic.  This has likely 
never been a more important year to be showing kindness to one another.  
Many of our classes will celebrate Valentine?s Day as we lead up to this special 
day.  Our staff have provided a safe option for students to exchange valentine?s 
cards.  Teacher?s will be participating in virtual sessions for Teacher?s 
Convention on Feb. 11/12.  We have decided that our annual Celebration of 
Learning event will be challenging this year and that the extra time will be 
needed for parent/teacher interviews.  As such, we will be adding another 
evening to our calendar for parent/teacher interviews.  We expect to have that 
decision made soon and will keep everyone informed once that decision is 
made.

     We hope everyone stays warm throughout February as we try to endure the 
final weeks of winter.  Have a wonderful month!

Mr. Calvin Anhorn

Principal

http://ves.btps.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/Vermilionelementary/
mailto:calvin.anhorn@btps.ca
http://www.btps.ca


CELEBRATION OF LEARNING

We have decided to forgo our Celebration of Learning evening which was scheduled for 
February 25th and in lieu are going to be hosting 2 nights of Parent Teacher Interviews in March 
which will allow us to touch base with all families at that time.  Please watch for more 
information coming home in March. 

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS

February 3-10 we are having a school-wide VES Great Kindness Challenge!   We will be introducing daily 
challenges during our morning announcements!

SOCIAL DISTANCING

We would like to thank all parents and guests of VES for adhering to all the extra protocols that 
are required while we navigate through the Covid-19 pandemic.  We want to remind everyone to 
social distance when dropping off or picking up their child(ren).  We also want to thank everyone 
for wearing a mask when entering the school and for completing the app either on their phone 
or using the iPad at the front door. 

PARKING

Parents and visitors are able to park on 49 Avenue, as well as south of the crosswalk on 44 
Street.  Please ensure t hat  you are not  park ing in f ront  of  t he school in t he bus 
loading/unloading zone f rom  8:00-9:30 am  and f rom  2:30-4:00 pm .  We ask that parents & 
visitors also refrain from parking in the staff parking lot as this is reserved for staff members 
and for safety reasons students may not be dropped off or picked up in the parking lot. 



PICK-UP/DROP-OFF COVID-19 PROTOCOLS

Parent s/Guardians/Caregivers/Visit ors Ent er ing t he School

Due to Covid-19 restrictions and to minimize risk on a day to day basis we are minimizing the 
number of people entering our building. Parents/guardians and caregivers should remain 
outside the school to pickup and drop off their children at their designated doors for entry/exit.  
If parents/guardians, caregivers, or visitors need to enter the school you will need to enter 
through the main entrance only and go through our visitor protocol. If you are required to visit 
the school more than once in one day you will need to complete the app each time that you 
enter.  When you exit the school please go out the nearest exit to you.  VES students entering 
the building do not need to complete the app.

Complete the BTPS COVID-19 app on the ipad provided or use your own device to complete the 
app.  To open the app, scan the QR code below with your device camera.  

- Sanitize your hands with the provided sanitizer.  

- Sanitze the ipad with the provided device wipes.
- Wear a mask at all t imes. 
- Maintain a physical distance of 2m from others where possible.

VES St udent s Self -Assessm ent  (pr ior  t o com ing t o school)

Each morning before sending your child to school you will need to review the Self-Assessment  
questionnaire to determine if they should attend school.  You do not need to submit this 
questionnaire to the school but we are depending on families to be honest about their child's 
self-assessment and to make this a part of their new morning routine.  If your child is able to 
answer "NO" to each question he or she is allowed to attend school for the day.   If your child is 
ill with common cold, influenza or symptoms listed on the Self-Assessment they must stay 
home and contact 8-1-1 for guidance to determine if testing is required.  

MICROWAVES

In the BTPS/VES re-entry plan, microwaves were taken out of the classroom for the month of 
September.  The BTPS re-entry committee has met and has left this decision up to individual 
schools.  We are continuing to evaluate the use of microwaves at VES, but at this time, we have 
not made any changes to the microwave section of the re-entry plan.

SHARED SNACKS

In previous years, some parents have chosen to send a shared snack on their child's birthday or 
during other celebrations.  This year with COVID Restrictions we are unable to share food in the 
same way we would have in the past.  We  all appreciate the homemade goodies, but at this 
time, we are asking that all snacks be individually, pre-packaged (store packaged).  We 
understand this may not be what we are used to, but in order to keep everyone safe, it is what 
we need to do at this time.  If you have any questions, please call the school. 

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-covid-19-screening-questionaire-english.pdf


HOT LUNCH

Vermilion Elementary School Hot Lunch Program has been providing warm, nutritious meals to 
students since 1999.  Since the beginning, our goal has been to provide access to healthy meals 
regardless of a family's financial circumstances.  The Hot Lunch Program subsidizes meal costs 
for those who need it.  

This year more than ever, families are facing challenging times.  Our lunch program has also had 
to make some significant changes to the way we are providing lunch to students in order to 
meet provincial COVID guidelines for both food handling and school safety.  This has come at 
additional operating costs.  

We want to continue to ensure all students have access to hot, healthy lunches no matter the 
challenges their families are facing this year.  For the remainder of the school year, we will be 
accepting donations to sponsor a  VES student 's Hot Lunch.  Please consider supporting our VES 
family by giving the gift of a healthy lunch so we can continue to Be the Best We Can Be!

Donations can be made online at ves.hotlunches.net, or by contacting Chantel Betz 
betzchantel@gmail.com to make arrangements.  Mail-in donations can be sent to 5017 63 St. 
Vermilion, AB  T9X 1X4.  Charitable receipts are available for donations over$50.

A sincere thank you to those who have already donated. 

VES SPIRIT DAYS

BTPS STUDENT FEES

BTPS Transportation, Tech & Supplemental Support Fees for Vermilion Elementary School 
students can be paid by cash, cheque (payable to BTPS), or online via PayPal.  You can find the 
link to pay fees online on the parent page of the Vermilion Elementary School website by 
clicking on the Parents tab and then Pay Fees.  You will need your child's Alberta Student 
Number to complete the payment.    

http://ves.btps.ca/Pay%20Tuition%20Fees.php
http://ves.btps.ca/Pay%20Tuition%20Fees.php


FOUR YEAR PLAN

Please see BTPS Four Year Plan for our BTPS Mission, Vision, and Values.  This document also 
includes other important information such as the current BTPS Calendar, Map, Contact 
Information and some fun facts about BTPS.  

VES SPIRITWEAR CLOTHING

Looking for VES Spiritwear clothing to wear to show your school pride?  Visit the official 
Vermilion Elementary School shop online at  ves.entripyshops.com to place an order. Choose 
from a variety of products and brands (Under Armour, Champion, Puma, and more) that you 
can customize with our VES logo!  Everything from  t-shirts, hoodies, polos, jackets, shorts, 
pants, hats, toques, and bags. Free shipping on orders over $75.  Customers can earn 1 Air Mile 
reward per $40 spent when they purchase online.  Orders will be shipped directly to you and 
10% of sales is donated back to the school!  

$ 25
$ 13

$ 22

$ 25 $ 4
$ 35

Gildan Yout h 
Full Zip Hoodie

Yout h Zone 
Per form ance
 Long Sleeve 

Gildan Yout h 
T-Shir t

Cham pion 
Car ry Sack

Yout h 
Adjust able 

Mask

Spor t sm an 
Pom -pom  

Toque

VIBE NEWS

The New Year has brought with it many changes for VIBE programming here at VES.  The Grade 
2 and 2/3 classes have started the Seven Habits of Happy Kids, learning skills and habits that 
allow them to succeed in life.  Grade 3 is kicking off the Superflex program, which helps them to 
learn how to behave in expected ways and use flexible thinking to solve their problems.  Mrs. 
Tupper 's Grade 4 class has started a program called DooGoods, encouraging students to do 
good deeds and observe the ripple effect of being kind.  The Grade 6 classes have also started a 
new program this month called Hopeful Minds.  Students are learning what hope is and the 
brain science around it.  

Random Acts of Kindness week will take place from February 14-19.  VIBE will be challenging 
students and staff to fill a bulletin board with their good deeds during this time.  We will also be 
celebrating Pink Shirt Day on February 24, so don't forget to wear pink in support of being kind. 

http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/Four%20Year%20Plan%20-%20Year%20One%202019%20-%202020.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/Four%20Year%20Plan%20-%20Year%20One%202019%20-%202020.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/Four%20Year%20Plan%20-%20Year%20One%202019%20-%202020.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/Four%20Year%20Plan%20-%20Year%20One%202019%20-%202020.pdf
https://ves.entripyshops.com/




SEC

Building your resilience:
We all face trauma, adversity and other stresses. Here?s a roadmap for adapting to life-changing 
situations, and emerging even stronger than before.

What is resilience?
Life may not come with a map, but everyone will experience twists and turns, from everyday challenges 
to traumatic events with more lasting impact, like the death of a loved one, a life-altering accident, or a 
serious illness. Each change affects people differently, bringing a unique flood of thoughts, strong 
emotions and uncertainty. Yet people generally adapt well over time to life-changing situations and 
stressful situations? in part thanks to resilience.
Psychologists define resilience as the process of adapting well in the face of adversity, trauma, tragedy, 
threats, or significant sources of stress? such as family and relationship problems, serious health 
problems, or workplace and financial stressors. As much as resilience involves ?bouncing back? from 
these difficult experiences, it can also involve profound personal growth.
While these adverse events, much like rough river waters, are certainly painful and difficult, they don?t 
have to determine the outcome of your life. There are many aspects of your life you can control, modify, 
and grow with. That?s the role of resilience. Becoming more resilient not only helps you get through 
difficult circumstances, it also empowers you to grow and even improve your life along the way.
Like building a muscle, increasing your resilience takes time and intentionality.  Focusing on four core 
components? connection, wellness, healthy thinking, and meaning? can empower you to withstand and 
learn from difficult and traumatic experiences. To increase your capacity for resilience to weather? and 
grow from? the difficulties, use these strategies.

- Build your connections
- Prioritize relationships
- Join a group
- Foster wellness
- Take care of your body
- Practice mindfulness
- Avoid negative outlets
- Find purpose
- Be proactive
- Move toward your goals

(Adapted from https://www.apa.org/topics/resilience)

For more information please see this link:
http:// teenmentalhealth.org
For help please use these resources:
https://kidshelpphone.ca
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/amh/page16759.aspx

Submitted by Tanya Laye, your school?s Social-Emotional Coach.  If you?d like further information or have any
questions, please contact your school?s SEC to follow up.

https://www.apa.org/topics/resilience
http://teenmentalhealth.org
https://kidshelpphone.ca
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/amh/page16759.aspx


FROM THE BUS LANE

STUDENT SAFETY IS 
OUR GOAL!

Rem inder :  If  buses are not  running, please call t he school if  your  child w il l  be absent  so we can 
ensure t heir  safet y.  

Please ensure t hat  you are follow ing COVID-19 Bus Prot ocols:

- Complete the COVID-19 Checklist or use the Self-assessment tool prior to boarding the school bus 
daily.  Do not ride the school bus if you are not well. 

- Wash hands before you get on the school bus and before you board the bus in the afternoon. 
- Social Distancing is not possible so students must wear masks.  For K-3 students it is not 

mandatory, but strongly encouraged especially during the loading and unloading process.  Gr 4-12 
students must wear a mask at all t imes on the school bus. 

- No eating or drinking on the school bus.
- Stay in your assigned seat.
- No guest riders are permitted.
- Let your bus driver know if you will not be on the bus.

Bus Fee Paym ent s: Parents and guardians can now pay their bus fees online. The button to pay fees is 
on the parent page of the school website and labelled ?PAY FEES?.  For assistance please email 
transportation@btps.ca.   We also accept e-transfers.  The email is vivian.locher@btps.ca, and in the 
message include your child?s name, bus route number and bussing service you are paying for (i.e. 
Vermilion Intown, Wainwright Intown, Yard Service, etc.).

Proper  Wint er  At t ire: Regardless of the temperature, students should always wear or carry with them 
appropriate winter attire when riding the school bus.

Inclem ent  Weat her : If the bus is not running due to inclement weather your bus driver will call you. If 
you have already left for work before your children get on the bus you can check the BTPS website at 
http://www.btps.ca/ We try to update the website as soon as we are notified by the bus driver or the 
decision is made by the jurisdiction to cancel the bus runs.

701-11AP - Inclement Weather - Jurisdictional Bus Cancellations

701-12AP - Inclement Weather - Bus Contractor/Driver Bus Cancellations 

Jurisdictional based bus cancellations will be made at 6;00 p.m. the night before based on the projected 
temperatures (with or without windchill) at 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. for morning runs and for 3:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. for afternoon runs.  The Board felt this will give parents more time to make alternate 
arrangements.  The buses will run in the afternoon if the projected temperature is warmer than -40C 
with or without a windchill.  

Parent s can now subscr ibe t o t he websit e t o

be not if ied when t heir  bus is not  running at

http://www.btps.ca/Subscribe.php 

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-covid-19-screening-questionaire-english.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-covid-19-screening-questionaire-english.pdf
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/journey/covid-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/journey/covid-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/journey/covid-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
http://ves.btps.ca/Pay%20Tuition%20Fees.php
http://ves.btps.ca/Pay%20Tuition%20Fees.php
http://www.btps.ca/
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-11AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-11AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-11AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-11AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-11AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-11AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-11AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-11AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-12AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-12AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-12AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-12AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-12AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-12AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-12AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-12AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/documents/general/701-12AP%20-%20Inclement%20Weather%20.pdf
http://www.btps.ca/Subscribe.php






Vermilion Elementary School
            Being the Best We Can Be             February 2021      

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

1                            
No School      

School Learning 
Day

2                      
School Assembly 

9:30  am                       
--                         

Dress up all in   
one colour             

or                    
Rainbow of 

colours

3                      
Winter              

Walk Day                 

4 5 6

7     8                    
School Council 
Virtual Meeting 

7:00 pm

9 10 11                         
No School         

ATA Teachers' 
Convention

12                       
No School        

ATA Teachers' 
Convention

13

14                 
--                   

15                         
No School      
Family Day

16 17 18 19                      20

21 22 23 24                          
Pink Shirt Day

25                 
Celebration of 

Learning    
Cancelled

26 27

28 1 2 3                      
School Assembly 

9:30 am                  
--                         

Dress up 
Superhero             

or                       
Super Hero

4 5                           
No School      

BTPS Learning 
Day
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