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                          Being the Best We Can Be

Vermilion Elementary School M ission Statement:
Within a safe and nurturing community, we at Vermilion Elementary School, will foster personal and 

academic excellence, while treating each other with dignity and respect.                                                                             
As a team, we will be the best we can be.

November 2021

Stay Connected with VES on 
our website, Facebook, or 

em ail the pr incipal by clicking 
on the following buttons

Vir tue of T he M onth 

Perseverance

D ress Up &  Toonie D ay 
Novem ber 3rd 

Wear a Jersey or Ball Cap

Br ing $2 to suppor t the  
 Ice Plant  

 

   November already... how quickly the school year is going!  There are some 
changes at Vermilion Elementary School.  We are excited to announce that Mrs. 
Adrienne Joa will be the Acting Assistant Principal at Vermilion Elementary School 
for the remainder of the school year!  Mrs. Joa currently teaches grade 6 at VES.  
Congratulations, Mrs. Joa!  We are so fortunate to have you take on this new role at 
VES!  Mrs. Joa will be working with our new teacher to ensure a smooth transition 
for our students.  Stay tuned for more information.

   Parent Teacher Interviews are being held on November 3rd and 4th from 
4:30-7:30 pm.  Interviews this year will be held by phone or google meet.  You can 
expect teachers to call you from numbers other than the school number due to a 
high volume of phone use.  Thank you all for making time to meet with your child's 
teacher.  We know it takes a village to educate children, and when parents are 
actively involved in the school process, we can see the biggest impact.  If you are 
unable to make these days work, please reach out to your child's teacher to find a 
suitable time to talk.  

   The week of November 8th-12th is a week of no school for our students.  On 
November 8th and 9th, teachers will be attending professional learning sessions.  
November 10th and 12th are days in lieu for staff meetings and parent teacher 
interviews.  November 11th is Remembrance Day.  We hope you enjoy your week 
together and have some quality family time! 

   A big thank you to parents for keeping us informed of absences and illnesses.  
Please continue to use the AHS Covid Daily Checklist each day to determine if your 
child should attend school.  This screen is updated as the list of symptoms 
changes from AHS.  Thank you for helping us keep everyone safe.  Together we are 
stronger! 

   We had our School Council AGM on October 26th.  Parents had the opportunity 
to meet and welcome our board members, Jim King and Darla Yonkman.  A big 
thank you to those who volunteered to take on the executive positions: 

Chair - Danielle Eriksen

Co-chair - Rochelle Horne

Secretary - Jerri-Lyn Visser

Treasurer - Darcie Maier

At our November meeting, Mr. Beecroft will show us the new VES website and we 
will have a presentation on Digital Citizenship.  Please come and join us! 

Mrs. Sheila Doherty,

Acting Principal/Inclusive Learning Coordinator

School Council  
Tuesday 

Novem ber 23, 2021
7:00-8:00 pm  (V ir tual)

- D igital Cit izenship
- Tour VES new website

School Photo
Retake D ay

T hursday, Novem ber 18th
(m orning only)

http://ves.btps.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/Vermilionelementary/
mailto:calvin.anhorn@btps.ca
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist


PICK-UP/DROP-OFF COVID-19 PROTOCOLS

Parent s/Guardians/Caregivers/Visit ors Ent er ing t he School

All visitors to the school must wear a mask, use proper hand hygiene upon entering, and 
complete the BTPS daily screening app.  Visitors, students or staff who feel ill or have symptoms 
of COVID-19 cannot enter the school.  

As you ent er  t he building t hrough t he m ain ent rance ONLY, you w il l  fol low  t he visit or  
prot ocol out l ined here.  

- Com plet e t he BTPS COVID-19 app on t he ipad provided or  use your  own
device t o com plet e t he app.  To open t he app, scan t he QR code w it h 
your  device cam era.  

- Sanit ize your  hands w it h t he provided sanit izer .
- Sanit ize t he IPAD af t er  use w it h t he provided w ipes.
- Wear  a m ask  at  al l t im es in t he school. 
- Please m aint ain physical dist ance of  2m  f rom  ot hers where possible. 
- Please follow  t he direct ional ar rows for  t ravel w it h in t he school. 

All visitors, including those coming for Vermilion Play Development and Before/After School 
Care, MUST use the front entrance to enter the building and must follow the visitor instructions 
in the front entrance.  Visitors will exit the building using the closest exit. 

PARKING

Parents and visitors are able to park on 49 Avenue, as well as south of the crosswalk on 44 
Street.  Please ensure t hat  you are not  park ing in f ront  of  t he school in t he bus 
loading/unloading zone f rom  8:00-9:30 am  and f rom  2:30-4:00 pm .  We ask that parents & 
visitors also refrain from parking in the staff parking lot as this is reserved for staff members 
and for safety reasons students may not be dropped off or picked up in the parking lot. 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE

Parents and caregivers must access their children daily for symptoms of cold, influenza, 
COVID-19, or other infectious respiratory disease before sending them to school.  Anyone 
showing symptoms listed on the Alberta Health Daily Checklist must remain home. 

If your child is going to be absent/ late, even if buses are not running please let your child's 
teacher know or call the office to notify us.  If you have not contacted the school office or 
teacher to inform us if your child will be absent/ late, we will call you to ensure your child is safe.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjK6jj8-bqqPL2sr2eVqYRvcSLDZqdi3SUoUw6kjvWYWeErg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjK6jj8-bqqPL2sr2eVqYRvcSLDZqdi3SUoUw6kjvWYWeErg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjK6jj8-bqqPL2sr2eVqYRvcSLDZqdi3SUoUw6kjvWYWeErg/viewform
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist


KINDERGARTEN FUNDRAISER

Back by popular demand!  The Kindergarten classes will once again be selling Mom's Pantry 
Products to raise money for classroom learning resources and materials.  The fundraiser will run 
from Nov. 3-17th.  To see a catalogue of food items available for purchase and to place an order 
online, visit https://momspantry.ca/  and click "shop now"!  At checkout, BE SURE to choose 
Fundraiser Group Pick Up", Order # 341089, Group Passcode # 15924 or enter the group name 
as "Vermilion Elementary School".  Paper forms are also available at the office.  The product list 
has something for everyone from ready to bake items, gourmet soups, smoothies, pastries and 
more!   Thank you for your support!

DRESS UP & TOONIE DAY

https://momspantry.ca/


COMING SOON

We will be having our Scholastic book fair from November 15-29.  
We will be hosting this as a virtual event.  The fundraiser proceeds 
will go towards new books for our Learning Commons.  Scholastic 
will have complete details for us soon and we will send more 
information home to families.

DATES & THEMES

To help you remember, dress up days are on Assembly days.  There are a few other seasonal 
days included below.  Have fun and get involved!

VES SPIRITWEAR Every Fr iday is Wear  
 VES Spir it  Wear  or  

School Colours 

Looking for VES Spiritwear clothing to wear to show your school pride?  Visit the official 
Vermilion Elementary School shop online at  ves.entripyshops.com to place an order. Choose 
from a variety of products and brands that you can customize with our VES logo!  Everything 
from  t-shirts, hoodies, polos, jackets, shorts, pants, hats, toques, and bags. Orders will be 
shipped directly to you and 10% of sales is donated back to the school!  

$ 13.00 $ 40.00$ 25.00$ 25.00

https://ves.entripyshops.com/


COMMUNITY CONNECT

The month of October has been a great one!  VIBE has been busy within VES visiting students 
from Kindergarten to grade 5 every week.  Our Kindergarten students, as well as our grade 2's 
have been introduced to the Superflex programs and are learning about new members of the 
'thinkables' or 'unthinkables' team each week.  Both grade 1 classes and the grade 4 class have 
been participating in the Building Mental Wellness program where we have been learning about 
the brain and our emotions.  The grade 2/3 class has been testing out a brand new program to 
VIBE called Strong Kids, Strong Minds.  Our grade 3 class is working through the Friendship 
program and strengthening their relationship skills.  The grade 4/5 class has also been learning 
about the brain through the MindUp program.  Last but certainly not least our grade 5's have 
been taking part in a program called 'Hey Warrior '.  This program teaches in depth about our 
amygdala, which is our very own personal warrior that is always working to keep us safe.  There 
has been a lot of learning packed into the first two months of our school year, and as always I 
encourage you to speak with your child about what they have been learning with VIBE. 

VIBE NEWS





HOT LUNCH

- Volunteer Opportunities:  We are looking for interested individuals who can help with the 
program this year.  Specifically, we are looking for our Treasurer position. 

- Vermilion Elementary School Lunch Society will be using an online platform to help 
manage orders, menus, and payments.   This platform is reset each year so if you wish to 
order hot lunch you will need to set up your account.  Follow the instructions below to get 
on the list.  If you had an account last year, use the same email address as last year)       
Go to VES.hot lunches.net

Click on "Click here to register: (It 's on the bottom right of screen)

Enter Access Code VEHL

Complete the rest of the registration form.  (Including your email address will ensure you 
receive reminder emails about hot lunch order deadlines, and your child's hot lunch order 
for the upcoming week)

Click the "Regist er  Now "  button at the bottom

Follow the instructions to add each child in your family who attends Verm il ion      
Elem ent ary School.  Once your child(ren) is registered, click on "Orders"

 Proceed to order hot lunch for your child(ren)

- Payment

We are looking at ways to pay online including PayPal, Credit Card, Interact.  You can either 
pay with a credit card as a PayPal guest (Visa, Mastercard, or Amex), or set up your own 
PayPal account. 

The hot lunch online ordering system requires a small amount of setup time at the 
beginning as you must register each child you have attending our school prior to ordering 
hot lunch.  Once the initial setup process is complete, your hot lunch orders for the 
remainder of the year should be quick and simple. 

* * Please Note:  Should you experience any issues with your PayPal account, you must 
contact PayPal directly to solve the issue. * *

Please direct feedback to Darcie Maier, (darcier1979@hotmail.com) or Brandon Tupper 
(Tupper.Brandon@gmail.com)  

mailto:darcier1979@hotmail.com
mailto:Tupper.Brandon@gmail.com


FROM THE BUS LANE

- All students and drivers are required to wear a mask.  Students will not be allowed on the 
bus without a mask. 

- Seating Plans:  There will be seating plans on the bus, however this year, the first one on 
the bus does not have to load at the back of the bus. 

- Buses will be cleaned after each bus run. 
- Food/Drinks are not permitted at this time. 

BUS FEE PAYMENTS: 

Parents and guardians can now pay their bus fees online.  Go to your school website, Parents 
tab, Pay Fees.  You will need your child's Alberta Student Number to make the payment.  It can 
be found on the invoice.  For assistance please email transportation@btps.ca.   We also accept 
e-transfers.  The email is vivian.locher@btps.ca, and in the message include: school name, 
child?s name, bus route number and bussing service you are paying for (i.e. Vermilion Intown, 
Wainwright Intown, Yard Service, etc.).

PROPER WINTER ATTIRE:

Regardless of the temperature, students should always wear or carry with them appropriate 
winter attire when riding the school bus. 

BUS DRIVER NOTIFICATION:

When the weather is cold it is very important that you let your bus driver know that you will or 
will not be on the bus so they can adjust their stop times so students are not waiting longer 
than necessary at their bus stop. 

BUS STATUS APP:

Buffalo Trail Public Schools launched their new website www.btps.ca in October.  With the new 
website comes the Bus Status App that allows parents to subscribe to their child(ren)'s school 
bus route.  The division will use the Bus Status App to alert parents when a bus is delayed or 
cancelled.  Bus drivers will continue to notify families of bus cancellations, but this will aid in the 
communication process to ensure no one gets missed.  You can download the new Bus Status 
App by Box Clever on your smart phone or device.  

Tap on "All Buses" to find and star the buses you want to received status
 notifications for.  Then select the district in the lower right corner and select 
"Buffalo Trail Public Schools".          To choose your bus route to get  
notifications and status alerts, select the bottom middle icon "All Buses" on 
the main page.  Then you can search for you bus route number or driver 's 
name to find your child's bus route.  Click on your child's bus route and the 
star should turn white.          You have now selected your bus route.  When 
there is a change in that bus route's status you will be notified by an alert on 
the BUS STATUS APP.  Please email transportation@btps.ca if you have any 
problems with the process.

STUDENT SAFETY IS OUR GOAL!

mailto:transportation@btps.ca
mailto:vivian.locher@btps.ca
http://www.btps.ca
http://transportation@btps.ca


ACTIVE LIVING
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Vermilion Elementary School
            Being the Best We Can Be             November 2021      

 Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

1 2 3                               
Gr 1-6 Parent 

Teacher Interviews                              
--                                        
--                                           
--                           

School Assembly 
9:30 am

4                                
Gr 1-6 Parent 

Teacher Interviews

5    
Remembrance 
Day Assembly

6

7 8                      
School Based         

PL Day

9                           
ATA            

Professional Day

10           
Day-in-Lieu   (Staff  

Meeting)

11             
Remembrance Day

12              
Day-in-Lieu 

(PTI's)

13

14 15                
Scholastic Book 

Fair Begins 
(Virtual) 

16 17        
Kindergarten 

Parent Teacher 
Interviews

18        
Kindergarten 

Parent Teacher 
Interviews               

--                                
--                               
--                     

School Photo 
Retakes

19     
Kindergarten 

Parent Teacher 
Interviews

20

21 22 23                  
School Council 

Meeting    
(Virtual) 

7:00-8:00 pm  

24 25 26                27

28 29            
Scholastic Book 

Fair Ends                         

30 1 2 3 4

Dress Up
 Jersey or  

Spor t swear   
Br ing $2   

Suppor t  t he      
Ice Plant
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