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Being theBest WeCan Be M ay 2021
April came and went quickly at VES, especially with the time off
for Easter break. It was great to have some time away from the
A ccepting R egistrations
for the 2021- 2022
School Y ear

regular routine and it has been great to be back at school again. I

K indergar ten R egistration
packages are available
at the office.

next few weeks, we hope students will stay connected and focused

I f you require fur ther
infor m ation please stop by
or call the office at
(780) 853- 5444

continues to be, a very challenging year for everyone and we

am quite confident the time to the end of the school year will go by
very quickly. With classes now moving to at-home learning for the
on their learning. We fully understand that this has been, and
appreciate everyone?s patience and cooperation. We remain
hopeful that the light at the end of the tunnel is beginning to shine.
We have begun our planning for next school year and are

BT PS self- screening A pp

working on various pieces that are all a necessary part of the
process. This includes our school budget for the 2021/2022 school
year. The provincial education budget was delayed this year and
was not released until late March. As such, school boards were late
in receiving their budgets, which also meant schools were delayed
in getting their budgets. We will have more information on the

V ir tue of T he M onth

Citizenship

impact of our budget for next year over the coming weeks. Stay
tuned for more information in this area.
We held our virtual ECS registration several weeks ago and are

School Council M eeting
w ill be on Tuesday,
M ay 18 at 7:00 pm .
M ore information to come.

hoping to still receive more registrations for prospective students
for next year. If anyone has any questions, we encourage you to
contact our school office. This information helps us plan for the
upcoming school year. Another step to still come in the process is

St ay Connected w ith V ES on
our website, Facebook, or
em ail the pr incipal by clicking
on the follow ing buttons

our class structure and eventually our student lists for each class.
Stay tuned for further information as we continue to work through
this process.

continued page 2

Vermilion Elementary School M ission Statement:
Within a safe and nurturing community, we at Vermilion Elementary School, will foster personal and
academic excellence, while treating each other with dignity and respect.
As a team, we will be the best we can be.

continued from on Page 1
As we wind down the school year over the next few months, we do recognize that everyone
is typically excited about the upcoming summer break. Warm weather often brings with it
more time spent outdoors. As this time of year, there is still important work to be done in
classes and we do encourage students to continue to work hard right up until the end of the
school year.
At VES, we encourage communication between staff and parents. If you have any questions
or concerns at any times, we encourage you to contact your child's teacher. By working
together, we believe that we can have the most positive impact on a child and help them at
'Being the Best They Can Be' . If you have any questions or concerns in regards to our school,
please feel free to contact either myself or our Assistant Principal, Mrs. Doherty.
Mr. Calvin Anhorn
Principal

VES SPIRIT DAYS

STUDENT ATTENDANCE
If your child is going to be absent/late, even if buses are not running please let your child's
teacher know or call the office to notify us. If you have not contacted the school office or
teacher to inform us if your child will be absent/late, we will call you to ensure your child is safe.

SOCIAL DISTANCING
We would like to thank all parents and guests of VES for adhering to all the extra protocols that
are required while we navigate through the Covid-19 pandemic. We want to remind everyone to
social distance when dropping off or picking up their child(ren). We also want to thank everyone
for wearing a mask when entering the school and for completing the app either on their phone
or using the iPad at the front door.

YEARBOOK ORDERS

PARKING
Parents and visitors are able to park on 49 Avenue, as well as south of the crosswalk on 44
Street. Please en su r e t h at you ar e n ot par k in g in f r on t of t h e sch ool in t h e bu s
loadin g/ u n loadin g zon e f r om 8:00-9:30 am an d f r om 2:30-4:00 pm . We ask that parents &
visitors also refrain from parking in the staff parking lot as this is reserved for staff members
and for safety reasons students may not be dropped off or picked up in the parking lot.

FOUR YEAR PLAN
Please see BTPS Four Year Plan for our BTPS Mission, Vision, and Values. This document also
includes other important information such as the current BTPS Calendar, Map, Contact
Information and some fun facts about BTPS.

BTPS STUDENT FEES
BTPS sends invoices out on the 27th of each month by email for Transportation, Tech &
Supplemental Support Fees. Fees can be paid at VES with cash or cheque (payable to BTPS) or
you can make an online payment via PayPal. You can find the link to pay fees online on the
parent page of the Vermilion Elementary School website by clicking on the Parents tab and then
Pay Fees. You will need your child's Alberta Student Number to complete the online payment.

MICROWAVES
In the BTPS/VES re-entry plan, microwaves were taken out of the classroom for the month of
September. The BTPS re-entry committee has met and has left this decision up to individual
schools. We are continuing to evaluate the use of microwaves at VES, but at this time, we have
not made any changes to the microwave section of the re-entry plan.

SHARED SNACKS
In previous years, some parents have chosen to send a shared snack on their child's birthday or
during other celebrations. This year with COVID Restrictions we are unable to share food in the
same way we would have in the past. We all appreciate the homemade goodies, but at this
time, we are asking that all snacks be individually, pre-packaged (store packaged). We
understand this may not be what we are used to, but in order to keep everyone safe, it is what
we need to do at this time. If you have any questions, please call the school.

PICK-UP/DROP-OFF COVID-19 PROTOCOLS
Par en t s/ Gu ar dian s/ Car egiver s/ Visit or s En t er in g t h e Sch ool
Due to Covid-19 restrictions and to minimize risk on a day to day basis we are minimizing the
number of people entering our building. Parents/guardians and caregivers should remain
outside the school to pickup and drop off their children at their designated doors for entry/exit.
If parents/guardians, caregivers, or visitors need to enter the school you will need to enter
through the main entrance only and go through our visitor protocol. If you are required to visit
the school more than once in one day you will need to complete the app each time that you
enter. When you exit the school please go out the nearest exit to you. VES students entering
the building do not need to complete the app.
Complete the BTPS COVID-19 app on the ipad provided or use your own device to complete the
app. To open the app, scan the QR code below with your device camera.
-

Sanitize your hands with the provided sanitizer.

-

Sanitze the ipad with the provided device wipes.
Wear a mask at all times.
Maintain a physical distance of 2m from others where possible.

VES St u den t s Self -Assessm en t (pr ior t o com in g t o sch ool)
Each morning before sending your child to school you will need to review the Self-Assessment
questionnaire to determine if they should attend school. You do not need to submit this
questionnaire to the school but we are depending on families to be honest about their child's
self-assessment and to make this a part of their new morning routine. If your child is able to
answer "NO" to each question he or she is allowed to attend school for the day. If your child is
ill with common cold, influenza or symptoms listed on the Self-Assessment they must stay
home and contact 8-1-1 for guidance to determine if testing is required.

SEC
How t o Redu ce Test An xiet y
Test anxiety is a type of performance anxiety. In situations where the pressure is on and a good
performance counts, people can become so anxious that they are actually unable to do their best.
Relaxation response is a technique to help you become relaxed, and can take the place of an
anxiety response. Some short-term techniques include the tensing and differential relaxation
method, and deep breathing.
The Tensing and Differential Relaxation Method:
How to reduce stress with progressive muscle relaxation
Deep Breathing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmBYdfv5RSk
Some other practices that may decrease test anxiety are; writing it out, walking off your stress,
catching your breath, 5 minute meditation, and finding a comfortable rhythm.
https://www.northwestern.edu/breathe/test-anxiety/
Submitted by Tanya Laye, your school?s Social-Emotional Coach. If you?d like further information
or have any questions, please contact your school?s SEC to follow up.

HOT LUNCH
Vermilion Elementary School Hot Lunch Program has been providing warm, nutritious meals to
students since 1999. Since the beginning, our goal has been to provide access to healthy meals
regardless of a family's financial circumstances. The Hot Lunch Program subsidizes meal costs
for those who need it.
This year more than ever, families are facing challenging times. Our lunch program has also had
to make some significant changes to the way we are providing lunch to students in order to
meet provincial COVID guidelines for both food handling and school safety. This has come at
additional operating costs.
We want to continue to ensure all students have access to hot, healthy lunches no matter the
challenges their families are facing this year. For the remainder of the school year, we will be
accepting donations to sponsor a VES student's Hot Lunch. Please consider supporting our VES
family by giving the gift of a healthy lunch so we can continue to Be the Best We Can Be!
Donations can be made online at ves.hotlunches.net, or by contacting Chantel Betz
betzchantel@gmail.com to make arrangements. Mail-in donations can be sent to 5017 63 St.
Vermilion, AB T9X 1X4. Charitable receipts are available for donations over$50.
A sincere thank you to those who have already donated.

FROM THE BUS LANE
PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE FOLLOWING COVID-19 PROTOCOLS:
Complete the COVID-19 Checklist or use the Self-assessment tool prior to boarding the school
bus daily. Do not ride the school bus if you are not well.
-

-

Wash hands before you get on the school bus and before you board the bus in the
afternoon.
Social Distancing is not possible so students must wear masks. For K-3 students it is not
mandatory, but strongly encouraged especially during the loading and unloading process.
Gr 4-12 students must wear a mask at all times on the school bus.
No eating or drinking on the school bus.
STUDENT SAFETY IS
Stay in your assigned seat.
OUR GOAL!
No guest riders are permitted.
Let your bus driver know if you will not be on the bus.

BUS FEE PAYM ENTS:
Parents and guardians can now pay their bus fees online. The button to pay fees is on the
parent page of the school website and labelled ?PAY FEES?. For assistance please email
transportation@btps.ca. We also accept e-transfers. The email is vivian.locher@btps.ca, and in
the message include your child?s name, bus route number and bussing service you are paying
for (i.e. Vermilion Intown, Wainwright Intown, Yard Service, etc.).
TRANSPORTATION BUS REGISTRATIONS:
Transportation Registration information can be found online at
https://sites.google.com/a/btps.ca/btps-transportation-registrations/ Choose the service on the
left that you want to register for.
2021-2022 TRANSPORTATION INFORM ATION PAM PHLETS:
Here is the link to the 2021-2022 Transportation Information Pamphlet. Due to COVID-19 and
everything being electronic and/or virtual, we will not be having the pamphlets printed.
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