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As we move into November, we are accustomed to often having
cooler temperatures. While we have had some at sub-zero, we are
likely all happy to get to savor a few more warmer days. It was so
nice to see decent temperatures for Halloween, even though
Covid-19 and all the restrictions have changed things significantly in
our world.
We would like to express our gratitude and appreciation to all
our families for continuing to be diligent with all the protocols and
restrictions. There is little doubt that our world has changed over
the past 8 months. We thank everyone for remaining positive, as
the level of anxiety in society has risen. All the extra work and
effort on the part of everyone shows we are all working together to
keep our students, staff, parents and the entire school community
safe.
As we look ahead to November, a few key events come to light in
our school. We will be holding parent-teacher interviews on Wed.,
Nov. 4 and Thurs., Nov. 5 from 4:30-7:30 inclusively. To limit the
number of essential guests to our school, these will be conducted
over the telephone. We encourage parents to connect with their
child?s teacher both now and at any time during the school year
when a question may arise. It is much better for everyone?s sake to
deal with a question or concern early on than to leave it. We
encourage open communication between staff and parents. We
have been holding monthly assemblies in a virtual format to
connect with all of our staff and students. With all of our staggered
recesses and breaks, many of our K-3 students and staff do not
often see our gr. 4-6 students and staff. We value this creative
connection with our entire school family. We will also be holding
our Remembrance Day ceremony in a virtual format. There will be
some things that are obviously different, but the main ideas and
thoughts will still be present.
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These unique times allow for our teachers to have conversations with their students about the
events and the meaning behind them. This was also the case in regards to our lockdown drills.
We had asked our staff to have a conversation with their students at the conclusion of these
drills to explain what would normally happen.
A few years ago, a new policy was introduced in BTPS that involved the digital reporting of marks
to parents. This is not to be mistaken as being the same as a digital report card. Parents should
all have the ability to log into Parent Portal and view their child?s marks at any given time during
the school year. A report is available to print at any given time by parents. If parents have
questions or concerns regarding their child?s progress, they are encouraged to contact their
child?s teacher to discuss the matter further. We strongly encourage staff and students to work
closely together in this process. If anyone has any questions or concerns about the digital
reporting of marks, please feel free to contact our school office.
Mr. Calvin Anhorn
Principal

REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONY
VES will have their Remembrance Day ceremony virtually on November 6. Each class will be
making a wreath to put up in their classroom during the ceremony. We feel fortunate to have
been sent videos from Canadian Armed Forces members to play during our ceremony. It is very
sad to think that our veterans and military personnel are unable to join us this year. We will
hold them in our thoughts as we continue to remember the sacrifices they made, and continue
to make, for us.

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
We hope you have all had a wonderful start to the school year! Parent Teacher Phone
Interviews will be coming up on November 4th and 5th from 4:30-7:30 pm and an extra day for
Kindergarten only on the 6th from 9:00 am - 3:30 pm. We would like to connect with all families
so please check your emails for detailed instructions on how to book or login to
https://vermilion.schoolsoft.com to secure a time that is convenient for your family.

KINDERGARTEN MOMS PANTRY FUNDRAISER
Back by popular demand! The Kindergarten classes will once again be selling Mom's Pantry
Products to raise money for classroom learning resources and materials. The fundraiser will run
from Nov. 4-18th. To see a catalogue of food items available for purchase and to place an order
online, visit https://momspantry.ca/ and click "shop now"! At checkout, BE SURE to choose
Fundraiser Group Pick Up", then enter the group name as "Vermilion Elementary School" and
order number 320089. Paper forms are also available at the office. The product list has
something for everyone from ready to bake items, gourmet soups, smoothies, pastries and
more! Thank you for your support!

LEARNING COMMONS
It makes me so happy to see students wanting to read! Students are allowed to have two books
out and one of the books they choose should be at their AR level. I have asked students to
please keep the library books in their backpack until they want to read and then when they are
done reading return the books to their backpack. This avoids lost books, books that need
repair, and of course keeps germs down. Also, with winter around the corner, please be extra
careful with wet mittens too close to their books. We appreciate your assistance in caring for
our library books so that we can keep them for students to enjoy for several years to come.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
Hello VES families!
My name is Danielle Eriksen and I am the newly elected School Council Chair. I have two
daughters who currently attend VES; one in grade 6 and one in grade 3. I also have a 7 month
old son at home. I have lived in Vermilion for 15 years having moved to my husband's home
town after we got married. I love this community and have loved the people I have had the
opportunity to get to know by living here.
VES has been a huge part of our family over the last 6 years. The staff at VES always made my
kids and myself feel like we are a part of a family. Staff members would attend soccer
tournaments to watch the kids they taught. They attended music festivals to listen to the
performers from their classes. The staff supported my family in any way we needed it and were
always positive influences in my kids' lives.
As School Council Chair, I hope to bring this feeling of family and community to VES parents.
When we are again permitted to meet in person, I would like to shake each VES parent's hand.
In the meantime, parents can reach out to me via email at dcreasy@ualberta.ca, or say hi if you
see me around town. If you have questions about the School Council, how it runs or how you
can get involved, or a question about the school but aren't sure who to ask, I can be another
resource for you. If I don't know the answer, I'll find it for you.
Raising kids takes a village. I'm glad I have the VES family in my village.

PICK-UP/DROP-OFF COVID-19 PROTOCOLS
Par en t s/ Gu ar dian s/ Car egiver s/ Visit or s En t er in g t h e Sch ool
Due to Covid-19 restrictions and to minimize risk on a day to day basis we are minimizing the
number of people entering our building. Parents/guardians and caregivers should remain
outside the school to pickup and drop off their children at their designated doors for entry/exit.
If parents/guardians, caregivers, or visitors need to enter the school you will need to enter
through the main entrance only and go through our visitor protocol. If you are required to visit
the school more than once in one day you will need to complete the app each time that you
enter. When you exit the school please go out the nearest exit to you. VES students entering
the building do not need to complete the app.
Complete the BTPS COVID-19 app on the ipad provided or use your own device to complete the
app. To open the app, scan the QR code below with your device camera.
-

Sanitize your hands with the provided sanitizer.

-

Sanitze the ipad with the provided device wipes.
Wear a mask at all times.
Maintain a physical distance of 2m from others where possible.

VES St u den t s Self -Assessm en t (pr ior t o com in g t o sch ool)
Each morning before sending your child to school you will need to review the Self-Assessment
questionnaire to determine if they should attend school. You do not need to submit this
questionnaire to the school but we are depending on families to be honest about their child's
self-assessment and to make this a part of their new morning routine. If your child is able to
answer "NO" to each question he or she is allowed to attend school for the day. If your child is
ill with common cold, influenza or symptoms listed on the Self-Assessment they must stay
home and contact 8-1-1 for guidance to determine if testing is required.

SHARED SNACKS
In previous years, some parents have chosen to send a shared snack on their child's birthday or
during other celebrations. This year with COVID Restrictions we are unable to share food in the
same way we would have in the past. We all appreciate the homemade goodies, but at this
time, we are asking that all snacks be individually, pre-packaged (store packaged). We
understand this may not be what we are used to, but in order to keep everyone safe, it is what
we need to do at this time. If you have any questions, please call the school.

MICROWAVES
In the BTPS/VES re-entry plan, microwaves were taken out of the classroom for the month of
September. The BTPS re-entry committee has met and has left this decision up to individual
schools. We are continuing to evaluate the use of microwaves at VES, but at this time, we have
not made any changes to the microwave section of the re-entry plan.

FIT FAMILY CHALLENGE
Thank you to all the VES families who participated in our VES Fit Family Challenge. We enjoyed
seeing, and took inspiration from, all the fun and different ways families found to be active
together. What a great way to stay connected with our families when we don't get to see you as
often in our hallways. We will be making the draw for the Fit Family Fun Basket in November
and will post the winning family on facebook.
Stay active and healthy!
Mrs. Moses

VES SPIRITWEAR
Looking for VES Spiritwear clothing to wear to show your school pride? Visit the official
Vermilion Elementary School shop online at ves.entripyshops.com to place an order. Choose
from a variety of products and brands (Under Armour, Champion, Puma, and more) that you
can customize with our VES logo! Everything from t-shirts, hoodies, polos, jackets, shorts,
pants, hats, toques, and bags. Free shipping on orders over $75. Customers can earn 1 Air Mile
reward per $40 spent when they purchase online. Orders will be shipped directly to you and
10% of sales is donated back to the school!

$ 12
$ 25

$ 13

$ 22

$ 30

VES SPIRIT DAYS

HOT LUNCH
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Vermilion Elementary School Lunch Program Society

We are excited to be able to offer a pilot project of hot lunch meal delivery. We will start with just one
meal per week, half of the classes on Wednesdays (KA and Grades 1,2,3), and the other half on
Thursdays (KB and Grades 4,5,6). To begin, we will be partnering up with Cornerstone Co-op and their
Homestyle Meal Program options. They have a great, tasty and affordable variety of options that we will
choose to offer. Meals will now be delivered to classrooms instead of students lining up to the kitchen.
To meet BTPS COVID19 requirements, we unfortunately cannot have all of our lovely community and
parent volunteers we have had in the past. Karen and Donna will be doing some prep work and
portioning of the food, delivering to classrooms at specific times, and then collecting the garbage and
cleaning afterwards.
The cost will remain at $4.50 per meal. To have the least amount of physical contact, we are requesting
that everyone who is able, orders the meals on our website. Once you have an account set up, it is quite
simple. Online payments are strongly preferred.
For returning families, last year ?s accounts have been erased as we cannot store student information.
Families who may have had a credit on last year ?s balance, that credit will carry forward as long as you
use the same email address as last year.
For new and returning families, please follow these steps below:
? Go to VES.h ot lu n ch es.n et on your phone/laptop/computer
? Click on "Click Here to Register " (It?s on the bottom right of screen)
? Enter Access Code VEHL
? Complete the rest of the registration form. (Including your email address will ensure
you receive reminder emails about hot lunch order deadlines, and your child's hot lunch order for the
upcoming week).
? Click the "Regist er Now " button at the bottom ? On the welcome screen click ?Students? enter your
student?s details including home
room. Do this for each student that you have that attends Ver m ilion Elem en t ar y Sch ool.
? Log out and then log back in.
? Click on "Orders" and select the correct month.
? Proceed to order hot lunch for your child(ren)
Abou t t h e Pr ogr am
We are a registered charity that began operation in October 1999. Our goal is to ensure all V.E.S.
students have access to nutritious food. After all, children with full tummies are more successful! Sorry
but there are no alternative food choices for children with food allergies, food intolerance's, religious
beliefs or dislikes. The cost per meal is $4.50. If your financial circumstance prevents you from having
your child(ren) participate in this lunch program, please pay what you can. All matters are kept in the
strictest of confidence.
Although the School Lunch Program Society does not anticipate any changes in the menu, circumstances may
arise, and substitutions may have to be made. No refunds will be made for menu change.
Please follow us on Facebook. If you have any questions, feel free to email veshotlunch@gmail.com
order form

HEARTS & HANDS
Once again, Hearts and Hands, on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, from noon until 4:00
pm will have winter wear available. If you are in need of coats, boots, mitts, toques etc please
stop by the VOICE at the listed times above. If you are unable to attend at the listed times,
please call the school for arrangements.

SEC
Rou t in e.
It may sound simple and general, and that's because it is...
But developing your own family ritual will give your child consistency and security in the home,
as well as setting them up with good habits for life. Building routines with your children helps
them to feel safe.
In what some researchers have described as an "epidemic of anxiety", the predictability and
familiarity that comes with routine offers the perfect safe space that kids need. A consistent
routine in the home will have far fewer variables, so your kids can relax in knowing what to
expect.
Resources
https://www.petitjourney.com.au/10-reasons-a-daily-routine-is-important-for-your-child-andhow-to-set-one/
https://biglifejournal.com/
Submitted by Tanya Laye, your school?s Social-Emotional Coach. If you?d like further information
or have any questions, please contact your school?s SEC to follow up.

VIBE NEWS
Parents may be hearing some brain talk, breathing exercises, or chatter about feelings from
students in VES around home as they have been busy learning these things and more with VIBE.
The Kindergarten classes have been part of the Superflex program, learning how to think
flexibly. The grade 1's have been learning about the brain, stress, and how to take care of their
mental and physical health with the Building Mental Wellness Program. In grade 2, 2/3, and 3
students are partaking in the Worry Woo's program, which teaches students about their
feelings. The grade 4 classes have also been taking the Building Mental Wellness program with
VIBE. In October the grade 6 class started with the Youth Advisory, an optional club that allows
students the opportunity to be creative and become leaders within their school and community.
This group has many great ideas on how to bring some extra positivity into our school. I am
very proud of their initiative and am positive they will do amazing things throughout the year.

FROM THE BUS LANE
PROPER WINTER ATTIRE: Regardless of the temperature, students should always wear or carry
with them appropriate winter attire when riding the school bus.
BUS DRIVER NOTIFICATION: When the weather is cold it is very important that you let your bus
driver know that you will or will not be on the bus so they can adjust their stop times so students
are not waiting longer than necessary at their bus stop.
INCLEM ENT WEATHER: If the bus is not running due to inclement weather your bus driver will
call you. If you have already left for work before your children get on the bus you can check the
BTPS website at http://www.btps.ca/ We try to update the website as soon as we are notified by
the bus driver or the decision is made by the jurisdiction to cancel the bus runs.
Jurisdictional based bus cancellations will be made at 6;00 p.m. the night before based on the
projected temperatures (with or without windchill) at 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. for morning runs
and for 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for afternoon runs. The Board felt this will give parents more time
to make alternate arrangements. The buses will run in the afternoon if the projected
temperature is warmer than -40C with or without a windchill.

Here are the links on the Bus Cancellation Administrative Procedures for your review:
701-11AP - Inclement Weather - Jurisdictional Bus Cancellations
701-12AP - Inclement Weather - Bus Contractor/Driver Bus Cancellations

How to dress for the weather in every season
Christina Pickles January 24, 20201 Comment »

We?ve all heard the saying? there?s no bad weather, just poor clothing. Dressing
appropriately for the weather has an impact on how long children can play outdoors
comfortably and safely.

The most challenging temperature to dress for
You might be surprised: it isn?t actually the coldest temperatures. When the temperature
drops, parents understand that it?s cold and are usually pretty good about bundling their
children up well.
It?s when the temperature ranges from 0 to 5C that dressing for the weather tends to get
tricky. Parents think it?s warmer than it actually is and underestimate what it?s like to be
outside for several hours. Add water to these temperatures and children can cool down really
quickly. When in doubt, pack extra clothes.

What if you can?t afford the latest gear?
Outdoor gear can be expensive. Spending over $100 on a winter jacket for a child is possible
but NOT necessary. It?s more important to consider:
-

-

-

Type of material: Avoid cotton on cold or wet days. It absorbs and holds water and
sweat next to your skin and cools you down. Wool or synthetic materials like
polypropylene are best in cold weather, especially next to your skin.
Layering: In cooler weather, start with a base layer of wool or polyester that fits close
to the skin. Next, wear a mid-layer for warmth? fleece works well here? and finally a
waterproof outer layer that protects against rain, snow, and wind.
Key features: Hoods and elastic or Velcro cuffs at the wrists and ankles.
How clothing is worn: Pull pant legs over boots to keep water and snow out

These can be accomplished with less-expensive gear? and honestly, we survived many
winters wearing cotton socks and sweatpants under our snow pants! If you?re outside for
longer periods of time, bring extra clothes as the weather can change and children get wet.

To help educators and parents understand what this should look like, a pair of Alberta-based
organizations that are passionate about physical activity and outdoor play have put together
this infographic with tips on how to dress for weather from 20C to -20C.
Developed by Be Fit for Life Centres and Get Outside and Play, the poster was also reviewed
by educators who spend a lot of time outdoors in all types of weather with children of all
ages.

Feel free to print this resource and pin it on bulletin boards, add it to newsletters, or even
stick it on your fridge. It?s free to download and share.
Outdoor play is a great way to support healthy growth and development. Opening the doors
to outdoor play in all kinds of weather provides children and adults with opportunities to
spark their curiosity, leading to wonder, exploration, and learning.
When children have the right clothing for the season, it contributes to them having positive,
rich outdoor play experiences that just can?t happen indoors. Get outside, be curious, let
children lead, and have fun!
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Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4
Assembly 9:30
Dress up School
Colors/ Spiritwear
-Kindergarten
Mom's Pantry
Fundraiser Begins
--

5

6
VES Virtual
Remembrance
Day Ceremony

7

K-Gr 6
Parent Teacher
Phone Interviews

K-Gr 6
Parent Teacher
Phone Interviews

Kindergarten
Parent Teacher
Phone Interviews

8

9
No School
School
Learning Day

10
No School
ATA
Professional Day

11
No School
Remembrance Day

12
No School
Day-in-Lieu

13
No School
Day-in-Lieu

14

15

16

17

18
Kindergarten
Mom's Pantry
Fundraiser Ends

19
School Photo
Retakes (am only)

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

1
Assembly 9:30
Dress up Crazy
Hair or Hat

2

3

4

5

