
VERMILION ELEMENTARY 
              SCHOOL NEWS                                             

                          Being the Best We Can Be

Vermilion Elementary School M ission Statement:
Within a safe and nurturing community, we at Vermilion Elementary School, will foster personal and 

academic excellence, while treating each other with dignity and respect.                                                                             
As a team, we will be the best we can be.

A pri l  2022

Stay Connected with VES on 
our website, Facebook, or 

em ail the pr incipal by clicking 
on the following buttons

Vir tue of T he M onth 

Self-Control

 

School Council  
N ext M eeting 

Tuesday 
Apr i l 26, 2022

Kindergar t en Inform at ion Night                                     
for  2022-2023 School Year                     

w il l  be host ed on                                  
Monday, Apr i l  11t h 7:00-8:00 pm                          

If  you are not  available for  t o           
at t end t he inform at ion night  we     
w il l  have a video of  inform at ion 

available for  you. 

 You are cur rent ly welcom e t o  
regist er  at  any t im e, please call         

t he school (780) 853-5444.   

Please provide a copy of  your        
child's bir t h cer t if icat e.

Your  child is eligible t o at t end if  
he/ she is 5 years of  age pr ior  t o 

Decem ber  31, 2022.    

To access t he online regist rat ion   
form  go t o t he BTPS websit e 

www.btps.ca        

     March was another busy month at VES jam packed full of learning and 
memories.  A few highlights were Superhero Day, Kiva Hat Day, Book Fair, 
Grade 6's swimming, and connecting with families at Parent/Teacher 
Interviews. Just around the corner we have the Superintendent Speech 
Contest that all Grade 4-6 are participating in within their classrooms, and 
school pictures.  Our Hometown Hero this month will be with Cindi Plant 
who will be talking with us about being an artist! We are looking forward to 
all of these events and more over the next month!
     Our annual ECS/Kindergarten registration evening at VES will be in the 
Gym on Monday, April 11th.  We will continue to welcome registrations as 
we move towards the 2022/2023 school year.  For more information, 
please feel free to contact our school office.
     April also includes our annual Easter break, which is always a welcomed 
opportunity for everyone to take a break from the usual day to day routine 
and refocus our minds for the remainder of the school year. 
     We know that soon we will have questions regarding the special events 
that we traditionally have at Vermilion Elementary School such as grade 6 
farewell, field trips, kindergarten celebration, AR celebration and track and 
field.  We will make decisions regarding what all of those things will look 
like as they approach, and will communicate it out to parents via email.  
We will be taking all factors into consideration and these events may look 
different than they have traditionally.
     We continue to see cases of Covid 19 in our community and school.  
VES is following the Guidelines for Schools and the AHS Daily Checklist.  
With the guidelines ever changing, you can see the most recent updates 
with these links.  
     At VES, we encourage communication between staff, students and 
parents. If you have any questions or concerns at any time, we encourage 
you to contact your child?s teacher. Parent/teacher interviews are just one 
opportunity to work together to support your child. By working together, 
we believe that we can have the most positive impact on a child and help 
them ?Be the Best They Can Be.?  

Sheila Doherty Acting Principal

Adrienne Joa  Acting Vice-Principal

https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5178318
http://ves.btps.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/Vermilionelementary/
mailto:sheila.doherty@btps.ca
http://www.btps.ca
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-guidance-for-schools-k12-school-buses
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-guidance-for-schools-k12-school-buses
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-guidance-for-schools-k12-school-buses
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist


LEARNING COMMONS

Our Virtual Book Fair is now over, and we sincerely thank everyone 
who joined us to support our school.  We know that all books 
purchased will be loved and enjoyed, and we look forward to having 
some new titles in our school collection as well!

Thank you for helping care for our books by either leaving them in 
your backpack or putting them in a safe place when you are not 
reading them and please remember to return your books to the 
Learning Commons when you are done reading!

SPRING SCHOOL PICTURES

Spring photos (Individual & Class Group) & Kindergarten Grad photos will be on Monday, April 
11th and Tuesday, April 12th.  Monday will be KA & Gr 1-3 and Tuesday will be KB & Gr 4-6.  

YEARBOOK

VES 2021/2022 yearbooks are on sale now until April 29th.  Such a wonderful keepsake to 
treasure for years!  Don't miss out on your chance to purchase a copy as we are ordering a 
limited number of books based on the order forms returned to the school.  If you would like to 
order please complete the order form that was sent home with students and submit the form 
with payment to the school before the end of April (cash, cheque payable to VES, or E-Transfer 
erinn.baldwin@btps.ca).   The price per book is $20 and they will be delivered in September and 
sent home with students when they arrive. 

To help you remember, dress up days are on Assembly days.  There are a few other seasonal 
days included below.  Have fun and get involved!

DATES & THEMES

Apr il 5  Must ache/Beard or  Crazy Socks

May 4  St ar  Wars or  Aliens

June 7  Beach wear  or  Inside out /Backwards 



 KIVA FUNDRAISER

The Grade 3 classes are learning about global citizenship and held a hat day for the whole 
school to raise funds for an organization called KIVA.  

Global Citizenship is a feeling of responsibility beyond a country's borders, toward humanity. 

Some qualities of Global Citizens are citizens who try to understand other people and have 
empathy for them, are willing to help and cooperate with others, and believe they can make a 
positive difference in the world.

Students brought in a $1 donation and were able to wear a hat all day.  The proceeds help 
others in need through this organization by lending a small loan to better their quality of life.   
We were able to raise $232.50 and are excited to share with you who the Grade 3's decided to 
help.  

 Hudson, Uganda

Hudson needed a loan for seed and 
fertilizer to grow food to sell the food at 
the markets so people can buy food to 
eat.  As of April 1, they are fully funded 
and will begin to pay back their loan.

Brantley, Dexon, Edge, Briggs

 St ella, Uganda

Stella needed a loan to buy 
seedlings to sell. This would help 
her to pay her kids school fees 
and build a house for her family.  
As of April 1, we found out that 
Stella has been fully funded!

Evan, Archie, Liam, Kallista

 Los Ram os Group, El Salvador

The Los Ramos Group needed a loan to buy 
bricks, cement, and sand for house building.  
Specifically, they are fundraising to help a lady 
named Zenaida, who needs to build an extra 
room to add on to her house.  This will help 
provide her family with a decent and safe home.  
As of April 1st, this loan is 70% funded.

Walker, Raidyn, Tanisha, Emily



 Alice, Rwanda

Alice needed a loan for her pharmacy to help get more medicine to 
help her community.  As of April 1, Alice has been funded 100% of 
her loan.  She will begin to pay the loan back.

Stephanie, Kinsley, Hayden

 Jane, Uganda

Jane needed a loan to buy dry food stock, cooking oil and 
utensils.  This will help her meet the needs of her 
customers so she can sell more pancakes, rice, and beans.  
She helps people in her community by selling them food.  
As of April 1, Jane has been fully funded.  She will begin 
paying back the loan soon. 

Khael, Jace, Brady, Beaudon

 Mar ia Luisa, Paraguay

Maria needed a loan for a computer for 
her son in his second year of medical 
school.  her son will be able to research 
more about medicine and health that 
can help him when he is a doctor.  He 
will become a doctor and will help the 
community.  As of April 1, Maria has 
been 100% funded.  She will begin 
paying back her loan. 

Carter, Logan, Chayson, Taylyn

 Em ily Walt on, Unit ed St at es of  Am er ica 

Emily needed a loan for expanding her 
building to help her increase her number of 
patients.  She works as an acupuncturist and 
in Chinese Medicine.  Having a bigger 
building will let her have more patients in the 
building so that she can help more people.  
As of April 1, Emily has been 70% funded.  

Avery, Brynn, Claire 

 Rosem ary, Uganda 

Rosemary needed a loan to 
buy some seed and fertilizer 
to improve her farm crops.  
She can grow food to sell to 
the community.  Rosemary 
has been fully funded and 
will begin paying back her 
loan.

Harley, Bryar



VES SPIRITWEAR 

Looking for VES Spiritwear clothing to wear to show your school pride?  Visit the official 
Vermilion Elementary School shop online at  ves.entripyshops.com to place an order. Choose 
from a variety of products and brands that you can customize with our VES logo!  Everything 
from  t-shirts, hoodies, polos, jackets, shorts, pants, hats, toques, and bags. Orders will be 
shipped directly to you and 10% of sales is donated back to the school!  

$ 22.00 $ 13.00
$ 25.00

Every Fr iday is wear  VES Spir it  Wear  or  School Colours 

HOT LUNCH

The VES Hot Lunch Program would like to extend a huge THANK YOU for  your  generous donat ions 
from our families, community members, and organizations over the past few months.  Our program 
relies on these donations to ensure that all students have access to hot lunches.  Our community has 
stepped up in a big way to support us through another challenging year.  

We are excited to announce that we will soon be starting FUNdraiser  Fr idays twice per month starting 
in March.  Families will be able to order lunch on these days with the net proceeds going to support the 
VES Hot Lunch Program.  FUNdraiser Friday menus will include our (dearly missed) Hot Dog Days, and a 
new option: Booster Juice.  Watch for these new options when you complete your March orders!

Our Kitchen staff is anticipating some supply shortages in the upcoming weeks and months.  Be sure t o 
l ike our  Facebook page for daily updates on what 's for lunch, and any last minute changes to our lunch 
plans.  For example, if you need to pack extra condiments with your child, or if kitchen staff is off sick.   

           V.E.S HOT LUNCH Program

https://www.facebook.com/VES-HOT-LUNCH-Program-289665581439881

Are you interested in being part of our Hot Lunch Program executive?  We are looking for new members 
to join our team.  Send us an email at veshotlunch@gmail.com.

$ 35.00

https://ves.entripyshops.com/
https://www.facebook.com/VES-HOT-LUNCH-Program-289665581439881


PICK-UP/DROP-OFF COVID-19 PROTOCOLS

Parent s/Guardians/Caregivers/Visit ors Ent er ing t he School

All visitors to the school must use proper hand hygiene upon entering, and complete the BTPS 
daily screening app.  Visitors, students or staff who feel ill or have symptoms of COVID-19 
cannot enter the school.  

As you ent er  t he building t hrough t he m ain ent rance ONLY, you w il l  fol low  t he visit or  
prot ocol out l ined here.  

- Com plet e t he BTPS COVID-19 app on t he ipad provided or  use your  own
device t o com plet e t he app.  To open t he app, scan t he QR code w it h 
your  device cam era.  

- Sanit ize your  hands w it h t he provided sanit izer .
- Sanit ize t he IPAD af t er  use w it h t he provided w ipes.

All visitors, including those coming for Vermilion Play Development and Before/After School 
Care, MUST use the front entrance to enter the building and must follow the visitor instructions 
in the front entrance. 

PARKING

Parents and visitors are able to park on 49 Avenue, as well as south of the crosswalk on 44 
Street.  Please ensure t hat  you are not  park ing in f ront  of  t he school in t he bus 
loading/unloading zone f rom  8:00-9:30 am  and f rom  2:30-4:00 pm .  We ask that parents & 
visitors also refrain from parking in the staff parking lot as this is reserved for staff members 
and for safety reasons students may not be dropped off or picked up in the parking lot. 

Parents and caregivers must assess their children daily for symptoms of cold, influenza, 
COVID-19, or other infectious respiratory disease before sending them to school.  Anyone 
showing symptoms listed on the Alberta Health Daily Checklist must remain home.  Information 
about isolation requirements is available here. 

If your child is going to be absent/ late, even if buses are not running please let your child's 
teacher know or call the office to notify us.  If you have not contacted the school office or 
teacher to inform us if your child will be absent/ late, we will call you to ensure your child is safe.  
Please note if you are emailing a teacher during the school day, they may not always get them 
in time to avoid a call from the automated system.

STUDENT ATTENDANCE

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjK6jj8-bqqPL2sr2eVqYRvcSLDZqdi3SUoUw6kjvWYWeErg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjK6jj8-bqqPL2sr2eVqYRvcSLDZqdi3SUoUw6kjvWYWeErg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjK6jj8-bqqPL2sr2eVqYRvcSLDZqdi3SUoUw6kjvWYWeErg/viewform
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/58957831-a4ab-45ff-9a8e-3c6af7c1622e/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-09.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/58957831-a4ab-45ff-9a8e-3c6af7c1622e/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-09.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/58957831-a4ab-45ff-9a8e-3c6af7c1622e/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-09.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/isolation.aspx?utm_source=redirect&utm_medium=all&utm_campaign=Covid19&utm_term=isolation
https://www.alberta.ca/isolation.aspx?utm_source=redirect&utm_medium=all&utm_campaign=Covid19&utm_term=isolation


FROM THE BUS LANE

BUS FEE PAYMENTS: 

Parents and guardians can now pay their bus fees online.  Go to your school website, Parents 
tab, Pay Fees.  You will need your child's Alberta Student Number to make the payment.  It can 
be found on the invoice.  For assistance please email transportation@btps.ca.   We also accept 
e-transfers.  The email is vivian.locher@btps.ca, and in the message include: school name, 
child?s name, bus route number and bussing service you are paying for (i.e. Vermilion Intown, 
Wainwright Intown, Yard Service, etc.).

BUS CANCELLATION - COLD WEATHER:

The BTPS Inclement Weather 701.11AP and 701.12AP includes a -40°C clause.  If the 
temperature with or without a windchill factor reaches -40°C buses will not run.  The 
temperature will be read at 6:00 pm the night before and based on the next day projected 
temperatures (with windchill) between 6:00-9:00 am for the morning run and from 3:00-5:00 
pm for the afternoon run.  On mornings when weather conditions are poor, parents will be 
advised by their bus driver and/or by an emergency announcement regarding bus cancellations 
on the BTPS Website.

PROPER WINTER ATTIRE:

Regardless of the temperature, students should always wear or carry with them appropriate 
winter attire when riding the school bus. 

BUS DRIVER NOTIFICATION:

When the weather is cold it is very important that you let your bus driver know that you will or 
will not be on the bus so they can adjust their stop times so students are not waiting longer 
than necessary at their bus stop. 

BUS STATUS APP:

Buffalo Trail Public Schools launched their new website in October that comes with the Bus 
Status App that allows parents to subscribe to their child(ren)'s school bus route.  The division 
will use the Bus Status App to alert parents when a bus is delayed or cancelled.  Bus drivers will 
continue to notify families of bus cancellations, but this will aid in the communication process 
to ensure no one gets missed.  You can download the new Bus Status App by Box Clever on 
your smart phone or device.  

Tap on "All Buses" to find and star the buses you want to received status
 notifications for.  Then select the district in the lower right corner and select 
"Buffalo Trail Public Schools".          To choose your bus route to get  
notifications and status alerts, select the bottom middle icon "All Buses" on 
the main page.  Then you can search for your bus route number or driver 's 
name to find your child's bus route.  Click on your child's bus route and the 
star should turn white.          You have now selected your bus route.  When 
there is a change in that bus route's status you will be notified by an alert on 
the BUS STATUS APP.  Please email transportation@btps.ca if you have any 
problems with the process.

mailto:transportation@btps.ca
mailto:vivian.locher@btps.ca
https://www.btps.ca/
https://www.btps.ca/
https://www.btps.ca/
http://transportation@btps.ca


ACTIVE LIVING

20 ways to keep kids busy at home during spring break

Susan Scandiffio February 22, 2018 6 Comments »

Editor?s note: This post was updated March 2, 2022.

During spring break, kids can?t wait to sleep in (fingers crossed), and parents are thrilled at the idea of not 
having to make lunches the night before school. With a whole week of child-time ahead, having plans in 
place will make for a stress-free, fun, and memorable break.

In these pandemic times, think of March break as your very own homemade camp without the 
super-enthusiastic teen counsellors.

Need ideas for home-based activities that don?t include a screen? While many of us would love to start 
the list with ?cleaning bedrooms,? the following is probably a more fun (and realistic) list.

1. Scavenger hunts

An oldie but a really goodie. For the younger crowd, have kids collect items based on colours (such as 
three red items, three blue items, etc.), and for older kids, items can be collected based on letters of the 
alphabet.

2. Collages

Go through photo collections, print out favourites, and make a creative collage for a fun and thoughtful 
gift for a special friend or family member.

3. Unlimited painter?s tape games

One roll of painter?s tape = countless activities. Create a long jump ?pit? with several spaced-out lines of 
tape and see how far kids can jump. Perhaps they get further each time they try! Fashion your very own 
indoor hopscotch court and used rolled up socks or beanbags as markers. Design a race track for toy 
cars, trucks, and trains.

4. Fashion show

Unleash your child?s inner diva with a raid of home closets and the dress-up box. Suggest categories for 
outfits such as stylish or silly. Don?t forget the runway, the music, and the flash of the paparazzi taking 
pictures.

5. Balloon tennis

Using hands, tennis rackets, back scratchers, pool noodles, or other devices, make your own Wimbledon 
court. (Strawberries and cream and finger sandwiches are strongly encouraged.)

6. Slime!

This squishy, oozy fad is not going away anytime soon. And why would we want it to? Make your own 
slime using myriad internet-provided instructions. Create slime in different colours and themes.

7. Living room picnic

Spread out your favourite blanket and include the kids in the preparation of their favourite lunch items. 
Who knows? Maybe after the break, they will make their own lunches! (A parent can dream.)

8. Paper airplanes

There are so many ways to craft a super-sleek aircraft. Ramp up the fun by designing a landing strip. Can 
you fly your plane into a large pot, a large circle cut out of paper on the floor, or through a hula hoop?

https://activeforlife.com/author/sscandiffio/
https://activeforlife.com/author/sscandiffio/
https://activeforlife.com/20-ways-to-keep-kids-busy-at-home-during-spring-break/#comments
https://activeforlife.com/20-ways-to-keep-kids-busy-at-home-during-spring-break/#comments
https://activeforlife.com/20-ways-to-keep-kids-busy-at-home-during-spring-break/#comments
https://activeforlife.com/make-the-most-of-march-break/
https://activeforlife.com/make-the-most-of-march-break/
https://activeforlife.com/make-the-most-of-march-break/
https://activeforlife.com/make-the-most-of-march-break/
https://activeforlife.com/activity/balloon-tennis_29/
https://activeforlife.com/activity/balloon-tennis_29/
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9. House of cards

Skip the Netflix version, grab a pack of playing cards, and see how high your kids can build a tower.

10. Rock painting

With warm, sunny days ahead, prepare to beautify your outdoor space with colourful, painted rocks. 
Decorate rocks with multiple colours, pictures, dates, and kids? names.

11. Forts

Go old-school with pillows and blankets, or create a full-day activity by picking up a large appliance 
cardboard box. Cut out a door, a window or two, and provide craft materials including paint, markers, 
glue, feathers, ribbons, and stickers for kids to make their very own stylish tiny house. Don?t forget to 
stock the fort with cushions, flashlights, books, and snacks.

12. Domino run

Pick up a few boxes of dominoes at your local dollar or toy store and set up a domino run. Start small 
with a straight line of dominoes and increase the challenge with varying shapes of runs.

13. Freeze dance

Think of this as a super way to burn off excess energy as well as an always-fun game. Crank up your kids? 
favourite songs and when the DJ (designated kid or parent) stops the music, players must freeze in their 
spot.

14. Puppet show

With a few craft supplies and a whole lot of creativity, have your kids make their own puppets, write a 
script, and perform a show. Think Sound of Music without the goats.

15. Twister

Using the official board or your own home-designed version, there is never a dry eye (as in happy, 
laughing tears) when getting tied up in knots with your friends and family.

16. Obstacle course

When designing an obstacle course indoors or outside, it?s all about movement. Crawl under an object, 
jump over an object, run around an object, slide between objects, and laugh!

17. Board games

Think the old favourites: Hungry Hippos, Clue, Sorry, Monopoly, Candyland, Snakes and Ladders, and 
Yahtzee.

18. Indoor basketball

The methods of playing indoor basketball are practically limitless. Have kids toss balled-up socks into 
laundry hampers, ping pong balls into cups, stuffed animals into hula hoops, etc.

19. Bake

Channel your inner Martha Stewart and bake cookies from scratch. Or channel your inner Betty Crocker 
and get a pre-made mix. No one is judging!

20. Juggle

It takes a lot of skill and coordination to become a master juggler but with a lot of practice with one, two, 
and eventually, three items found around the house, juggling can become a party favourite. (Just be sure 
to lock the knives away while looking for potential juggling props!)

Enjoy, and let us know if you have more ideas!

https://activeforlife.com/57-awesome-family-dance-party-jams/
https://activeforlife.com/57-awesome-family-dance-party-jams/
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Vermilion Elementary School
            Being the Best We Can Be             April 2022     

 Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

1                       
Yearbook Sales 

Begin

2

3                           
Last Day of 
Scholastic 
Book Fair

4 5                                                                 
School              

Assembly 9:30

6 7            
Community 
Connection  
Cindy Plant

8                            9

10 11                                        
KA Grad & Gr 1-3 

Spring Individual & 
Class Group 

Pictures                              
_                                                                                                                      
--                        

Kindergarten 
Registration & 

Information Night   
7:00-8:00 pm  

12                                   
KB Grad & Gr 4-6 

Spring Individual & 
Class Group 

Pictures 

13 14 15                            
Good Friday         
No School

16

17 18                               
Easter Break           
No School

19                               
Easter Break         
No School

20                               
Easter Break         
No School

21                               
Easter Break         
No School

22                               
Easter Break         
No School

23

24 25 26                     
School Council 

Meeting 7:00 pm

27 28 29                       
Last day of 

Yearbook Sales

30

1                            2                                   3                                  
Hats on for Mental 

Health Day

4                            
School                 

Assembly                   
9:30

5 6                                
School Based                  

PL Day                          
No School

7

Dress Up 
Must ache/    
Beard or                   

Crazy Socks          

Dress Up
St ar  Wars or  

Aliens        


	VES News April 2022
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22


